Two species of Rhopalostroma, viz. R. africanum collected on bark of Ficus benghalensis and R. lekae on bark of Memecelon umbellatum are recorded for the first time in India. A new variety, R. sphaerocephalum var. indica is described on bark of Bombax malabaricum.
Introduction
The genus Rhopalostroma was erected by Hawksworth (1977) to accommodate some species of Xylariaceae s.l. that appeared to be restricted to Africa and Asia. The genus is characterised by stipitate, separate or tufted in groups, mostly simple but occasionally branched, brown, purplish or black stromata with globose, clavate heads; perithecia with non-papillate ostioles, immersed in dark brown to black flesh, arranged peripherally in a single layer (monostichous), below the convex surface of the head. Hawksworth (1977) transferred four species into the genus and described a new species, R. indicum as the type species. An additional five new species have since been described, three from Thailand and two from India (Hawksworth et al. 1985 , Whalley et al. 1996 , 1998 , Vaidya et al. 1991 . No species of Rhopalostroma are listed in the 'Fungi of India' (Bilgrami et al. 2004) Nees (Elaphomycetaceae, Elaphomycetales, Discomycetes) is characterized by large, subterranean, mycorrhizal ascocarps and evanescent asci. The genus is known by 20 species (Lawrynowicz, Maria 1988 Remarks -The present collection shows stromata which are widely spread, separate, simple, single, up to 6 mm tall, with 1-2 mm long stalks, globose head 5-6 mm in diameter, externally punctate and purplish brown (Fig.2b) on the upper surface and black on the lower side. Asci and paraphyses evanescent, ascospores measure 7.8-10.4 × 3.9-5 µm, dark brown with indistinct germ slit. Thus, the present collection resembles in all aspects to R. lekae reported from Thailand on dead bark. It is a new record to the fungi of India.
Rhopalostroma sphaerocephalum (Petch) D. Hawks. var indica, var. nov.
Similar to var. sphaerocephalum but with stromata simple or dichotomously branched, ascospores 12-13 × 3-4 µm versus 14-16 × 4-6 µm. (Bombax, Ceiba, and Eriodendron) from Angola, Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leon and Zaire,has larger stromata and smaller ascospores when compared with the present collection. Moreover, in the Indian collection stromata are simple and branched dichotomously, which is not found in any specimen from Africa.
